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Abstract 
ZnO and ZnS are both good photocatalysts, but their band gaps are too wide for efficient use under sunlight. In this work, solid 
solutions formed by the addition of a small amount of AlN or GaN to ZnO and AlP or GaP to ZnS are studied with first-
principles calculations. Energies of mixing are low in all cases and addition of a small amount of solute can significantly reduce 
the band gap. Results for the different solid solutions are compared. 
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1. Introduction 
Many semiconductors with good photocatalytic properties have band gaps that are too large for absorption of 
visible light. Thus they have low efficiencies under sunlight. Two such examples are ZnO and ZnS [1], with band 
gaps of 3.2 eV and 3.6 eV, respectively. Doping is one strategy for reducing the band gap and thus increasing 
visible-light absorption. For example, nitrogen or sulfur doping of oxide semiconductors can increase the valence 
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band energy and thus enhance visible-light photocatalytic activity [2,3]. However doping can cause poor 
crystallinity and increase the rate of recombination losses [4,5]. 
Co-doping and solid solution formation are alternative approaches to reducing band gaps and enhancing visible-
light absorption. For example, GaN-rich GaN-ZnO solid solutions are promising visible-light photocatalysts [6]. 
CdS-ZnS and AgInS
2
-CuInS
2
-ZnS solid solutions are active for photocatalysis of hydrogen evolution under visible 
light [7,8]. We have recently predicted that GaP-ZnS solid solutions should have band gaps that are in the energy 
range of visible light and smaller than those of either constituent on its own [9]. 
In this work, we show based on density functional theory calculations that addition of a small amount of AlN or 
GaN to ZnO and either AlP or GaP to ZnS give significant reductions in the band gaps. These solid solutions are 
therefore promising photocatalysts to be used under sunlight and also for other applications that require a tunable 
band gap in the energy range of visible light. 
2. Computational methods 
The electronic properties of ZnO-AlN, ZnO-GaN, ZnS-AlP and ZnS-GaP solid solutions were calculated with the 
CRYSTAL09 code [10,11], using previously published basis sets. The B3LYP hybrid method [12,13] was used for 
the ZnO solid solutions; for the ZnS solid solutions, the B3PW hybrid method [14] was used with 15 % Hartree-
Fock exchange energy mixed with the DFT exchange-correlation energy. These methods were chosen to reproduce, 
as closely as possible, the experimentally measured band gaps and lattice parameters. For the same reason, basis set 
parameters for the valence functions were re-optimized; details of the basis sets are given elsewhere [9,15-17]. 
For ZnO-AlN, a simulation cell containing either 32 atoms (a 2×2×2 expansion of the primitive wurtzite unit cell) 
or 16 atoms was used. For ZnS-AlP and ZnS-GaP, a simulation cell containing 16 atoms was used (a 2×2×2 
expansion of the primitive zinc blende unit cell). The Monkhorst-Pack grid for k-points sampling was set at a 
minimum of 12×12×12 for the Brillouin zone; convergence with respect to the number of k-points was checked. 
Electronic band structures and densities of states were calculated after a full geometry optimization of all lattice 
parameters and atomic positions. 
Only orderings in which each Al or Ga atom has one bond to N or P are studied here. For ZnS-AlP and ZnS-GaP, 
there is only one such arrangement of the atoms possible in the simulation cell used. For ZnO-AlN, results are 
presented for the lowest energy ordering. The effect of ordering will be investigated in future work. 
Energies of mixing were calculated from the equation (using ZnO-AlN as an example): 
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3. Results and discussion 
The energies of mixing and band gaps of the solid solutions are shown in Table 1. The energies of mixing are 
small for all solid solutions. This is expected, since the lattice parameters are always similar for the two constituents 
of the solid solution (maximum of 4.4 % difference in lattice parameters for ZnO-AlN, based on the experimental 
lattice parameters). 
     Table 1. Energies of mixing and band gaps for solid solutions. 
Composition Energy of mixing / kJ mol
-1
 Band gap / eV 
(ZnO)
0.9375
(AlN)
0.0625
 0.0 2.62 
(ZnO)
0.875
(AlN)
0.125
 1.8 1.68 
(ZnO)
0.9375
(GaN)
0.0625
 1.4 2.50 
(ZnO)
0.875
(GaN)
0.125
 3.9 1.54 
(ZnS)
0.875
(AlP)
0.125
 2.9 2.75 
(ZnS)
0.875
(GaP)
0.125
 3.0 2.60 
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These low energies of mixing are in contrast to the much higher energy for nitrogen doping of ZnO (15 kJ/mol 
for addition of one nitrogen atom to a simulation cell containing 32 atoms) and suggest that synthesis of these solid 
solutions should be achievable, as has already been demonstrated for ZnO-GaN [6]. 
For ZnO, the energies of mixing are slightly lower for addition of AlN than GaN (Table 1) – the reasons for the 
variation between the different compounds will be explored in future work. 
Addition of only 6.25 at% of AlN or GaN to ZnO causes a significant decrease in the band gap (Table 1) and 
brings the band gap into the correct energy range for absorption and emission of visible light. Increasing the 
concentration to 12.5 at% gives an even larger reduction of the band gap. The band gaps are significantly smaller 
than those of pure ZnO, GaN and AlN, consistent with experimental results for GaN-rich ZnO-GaN [6,18]. The 
band gaps are similar for both ZnO-GaN and ZnO-AlN, while the energies of mixing are slightly smaller for ZnO-
AlN, suggesting that this system may be promising for visible-light photocatalysis. 
Similarly, addition of only a small amount of AlP or GaP to ZnS causes a significant decrease in the band gap 
(Table 1), compared with the band gap of pure ZnS; again, the band gap is in the correct energy range for absorption 
and emission of visible light. 
The densities of states show that the top of the valence band is formed by nitrogen or phosphorus states (Fig. 1). 
 
   
   
Fig. 1. Projected densities of states for different atomic species: (a) (ZnO)
0.875
(AlN)
0.125
; (b) (ZnO)
0.875
(GaN)
0.125
; (c) (ZnS)
0.875
(AlP)
0.125
;         
(d) (ZnS)
0.875
(GaP)
0.125
. Energies have been adjusted so that the top of the valence band is at 0 eV. 
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Compared with the nitrogen states, the phosphorus states are less localized and isolated, suggesting that the ZnS 
solid solutions may have better charge transport properties than the ZnO solid solutions. 
The bottom of the conduction band is formed predominantly by zinc, gallium and aluminium states. Aluminium 
makes a smaller contribution to the conduction band in ZnO-AlN than gallium does in ZnO-GaN, consistent with 
the different electronegativities of these elements. 
Synthesis of ZnO co-doped with Al/N and Ga/N has been previously reported [19,20] and the material quality 
was higher than for nitrogen-doped ZnO, in agreement with the formation energies presented here. Our 
computational results suggest that high visible-light photocatalytic activity should be achievable with these solid 
solutions through optimization of the composition and synthesis conditions. 
4. Conclusions 
Solid solution formation allows significant reduction of the band gaps of ZnO and ZnS. The solid solutions have 
low energies of mixing, suggesting that co-doping or solid solution formation are more effective strategies for band 
gap modification than addition of single dopants. Large reductions in the band gaps can be achieved with only small 
solute additions, indicating that it may be possible to enhance visible-light absorption of ZnO and ZnS without 
disrupting the photocatalytic properties of these semiconductors. 
Both aluminium and gallium compounds give very similar band gap reductions when added to ZnO or ZnS. 
However, aluminium is less expensive than gallium; also, ZnO-AlN solid solutions have lower energies of mixing 
than ZnO-GaN solid solutions. Hence, addition of aluminium compounds to ZnO and ZnS may be a promising 
approach for band gap reduction of these photocatalytic materials. 
Only results for the orderings in which each aluminium or gallium atom has one bond to a nitrogen or phosphorus 
atom are presented here; the band gap of the solid solutions depends strongly on atomic ordering and this is 
discussed in detail elsewhere [9,15,16]. 
References 
[1] Kudo A, Miseki Y. Heterogeneous photocatalyst materials for water splitting. Chem Soc Rev 2009;38:253-78. 
[2] Li D, Haneda H. Synthesis of nitrogen-containing ZnO powders by spray pyrolysis and their visible-light photocatalysis in gas-phase 
acetaldehyde decomposition. J. Photochem. Photobiol. A: Chem. 2003;155:171-8. 
[3] Ohno T, Akiyoshi M, Umebayashi T, Asai K, Mitsui T, Matsumura M. Preparation of S-doped TiO
2
 photocatalysts and their photocatalytic 
activities under visible light. Appl. Catal. A 2004;265:115-21. 
[4] Ahn K-S, Yan Y, Al-Jassim M. Band gap narrowing of ZnO:N films by varying rf sputtering power in O
2
/N
2
 mixtures. J Vac Sci Technol B 
2007;25:L23-6. 
[5] Choi W, Termin A, Hoffman MR. The role of metal ion dopants in quantum-sized TiO
2
: Correlation between photoreactivity and charge 
carrier recombination dynamics. J Phys Chem 1994;98:13669-79. 
[6] Maeda K, Teramura K, Lu D, Takata T, Saito N, Inoue Y, Domen K. Photocatalyst releasing hydrogen from water. Nature 2006;440:295. 
[7] Xing C, Zhang Y, Yan W, Guo L. Band structure-controlled solid solution of Cd
1−x
Zn
x
S photocatalyst for hydrogen production by water 
splitting. Int J Hydrogen Energy 2006;31:2018-24. 
[8] Tsuji I, Kato H, Kudo A. Visible-light-induced H
2
 evolution from an aqueous solution containing sulfide and sulfite over a ZnS–CuInS
2
–
AgInS
2
 solid-solution photocatalyst. Angew Chem Int Ed 2005;44:3565-8. 
[9] Hart JN, Allan NL. GaP-ZnS solid solutions: Semiconductors for efficient visible light absorption and emission. Adv Mater 2013;25:2989-93. 
[10] Dovesi R, Orlando R, Civalleri B, Roetti C, Saunders VR, Zicovich-Wilson CM. CRYSTAL: A computational tool for the ab initio study of 
the electronic properties of crystals. Z Kristallogr 2005;220:571-3. 
[11] Dovesi R, Saunders VR, Roetti C, Orlando R, Zicovich-Wilson CM, Pascale F, Civalleri B, Doll K, Harrison NM, Bush IJ, D'Arco Ph, 
Llunell M. CRYSTAL09 User’s manual. Torino: University of Torino; 2010. 
[12] Becke AD. Density-functional thermochemistry. III. The role of exact exchange. J Chem Phys 1993;98:5648-52. 
[13] Lee CT, Yang WT, Parr RG. Development of the Colle-Salvetti correlation-energy formula into a functional of the electron-density. Phys 
Rev B 1988;37:785-9. 
[14] Perdew JP, Wang Y. Accurate and simple analytic representation of the electron-gas correlation energy. Phys Rev B 1992;45:13244-9. 
[15] Cutini M, Hart JN, Allan NL. Band gap modification of zinc oxide. In preparation. 
[16] Hart JN, Allan NL. Electronic properties of GaP-ZnS solid solutions. In preparation. 
[17] Pandey R, Jaffe JE, Harrison NM. Ab-initio study of high-pressure phase-transition in GaN. J Phys Chem Solids 1994;55:1357-61. 
[18] Maeda K, Teramura K, Takata T, Hara M, Saito N, Toda K, Inoue K, Kobayashi H, Domen K. Overall water splitting on (Ga
1-x
Zn
x
)(N
1-x
O
x
) 
solid solution photocatalyst: Relationship between physical properties and photocatalytic activity. J Phys Chem B 2005;109:20504-10. 
36   Judy N. Hart et al. /  Energy Procedia  60 ( 2014 )  32 – 36 
 
[19] Shet S, Ahn K-S, Deutsch T, Wang H, Ravindra N, Yan Y, Turner J, Al-Jassim M. Synthesis and characterization of band gap-reduced 
ZnO:N and ZnO:(Al,N) films for photoelectrochemical water splitting. J Mater Res 2010;25:69-75. 
[20] Shet S, Yan Y, Turner J, Al-Jassim M. Effect of gas ambient and varying RF sputtering power for bandgap narrowing of mixed (ZnO:GaN) 
thin films for solar driven hydrogen production. J Power Sources 2013;232:74-78. 
